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TOWN    WARRANT. 


COMMONWEALTH    OF  MASSACHU- 
SETTS. 

FRANKLIN;  SS. 

rr^O  EITHER  of  the  Constables  of  the 
J.  town  of  Montague,  in  the  County  of 
Franklin,  Greeting:— 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealtli  of  Mass- 
acliusetts,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  notify 
and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town,  qual- 
ified to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs 
to  meet  at  the  Town  House  in  said  Montague, 
on  Monday,  the  third  day  of  March  nexi,  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to 
act  on  the  following  articles : 

1st. — To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at 
said  meeting. 

2d— To  choose  all  necessary  Town  OfHcers 
for  the  ensuing  year.  By  N^ote  of  the  town, 
(he  Town  Clerk,  Treasurer,  thr-ee  Selectmen, 
three  Assessors,  three  Overseers  of  Poor,  one 
School  Committee  for  three  years,  three  mem- 
bers of  Board  of  Health,  tiiree  Fence  Viewers, 
three  Auditors,  and  twelve  ConstaDles,  all  are 
to  be  chosen  on  one  ballot. 

3d — To  elect  one  member  of  School  Commit- 
tee for  one  year. 

4th— To  vote  by  separate  ballot.  Yes  or  No , 
on  the  question  :  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town. 

5th— To  hear  the  reports  of  Selectmen,  School 
Committee,  and  others,  and  act  thereon. 

6th— To  hear  the  report  of  Committee  on  By- 
Laws,  and  act  thereon. 

7th— To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  for  town  debts  and  expenses  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  make  appropriations  for  the 
same. 

Sth— To  act  anything  relating  to  repairing 
highways  and  bridges  for  the  ensuing  year. 

9th— To  see  if  the  town  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Night  Police  at  Turners  Falls,  and 
make  appropriation  for  the  same,  or  act  any- 
thing with  regard  to  Police. 

10th— To  see  if  the  town  will  fix  ti,e  time 
when  Taxes  shall  be  paid,  and  act  anything  in 
relation  to  interest  or  discount  on  Taxes. 

11th— To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate 
one  hundred  dollars  for  Memorial  Uay,  to  be 
divided  equally  between  the  two  Grand  Army 
Posts  in  the  town. 

12th— To  see  it  the  town  will  accept  the  loca- 
tion of  a  street  at  Millers  Falls  as  made  by  the 
Selectmen,  and  surveyed  by  Richard  C.  Arms, 
and  shown  on  the  plan  of  the  Millers  Falls  Co. 

13tli — To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  loca- 
tion ol  a  town  way,  as  made  by  the  Selectmen 
on  petition  of  Geo.  F.  Adams  and  others,  from 
a  point  near  the  house  of  Alonzo  Burnham, 
southerly  to  the  old  turnpike  road,  so-called, 
and  discontinue  so  much  of  the  present  high- 
waj^  as  is  made  ui\necessary  by  this  location 
when  tiie  new  road  is  constructed  and  accept- 
ed by  the  Selectmen. 

14th— To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  loca- 
tion ot  'Jih  Street,  as  made  by  the  Selectmen, 
and  build  and  establish  the  same   as  a  public 

I  highway. 
1.5th — '."o  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  loca- 
tion of  iith  Street,  as  made  by  the  Selectmen, 
an(l  build   and  establish  the  same  as   a  public 
highway. 

itiili — To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  loca- 
tion of  T  Street,  as  made  by  the  Selectmen, 
and  Duild  and  establish  the  same  as  a  public 
highway. 


17th— To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  loca- 
tion of  N  Street,  as  made  by  the  Selectmen, 
and  build  and  establish  the  same  as  a  public 
highway. 

18th— To  see  it  the  town  will  accept  the  loca- 
tion of  Chestnut  Lane,  as  made  by  the  Select- 
men, and  build  and  establish  the  same  as  a 
public  highway. 

19th — To  act  anything  in  regard  to  Sewers  at 
Turners  Falls. 

20th— To  act  anything  in  regard  to  heating 
School  Houses  at  Turners  Falls. 

31si— Toact  on  the  petition  of  T.  A.  Batson 
and  others,  to  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  es- 
tablish a  High  School  at  Turners  Falls,  of  a 
grade  equal  to  those  in  other  towns. 

22nd— To  see  if  the  town  will  enlarge  the  old 
Cemetery,  situated  in  the  South  part  of  the 
town. 

23d— To  see  if  the  town  will  pay  any  part 
of  the  expense  of  fencing  the  Cemetery  at 
Montague  City. 

24th -To  act  on  the  petition  of  Felix  F.  Mc- 
Cue  and  others,  to  see  if  the  town  will  build  a 
Lock-up  at  Millers  Falls, 

25th— To  act  on  the  petition  of  John  Murphy 
and  oihers,  to  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
with  regard  to  holding  all  future  town  meetings 
and  elections  in  Turners  Falls  instead  of  Monta- 
gue. 

26th — To  act  oh  the  petition  of  Henry  0.   Put- 
nam and  others,  to  see   if  the  town   will   vote   to 
hold  all    of   its  town   meetings  hereafter  in   the 
village  of  Turners  Falls  or  take   any  action   rela-  ' 
ting  thereto. 

2rth — To  act  anything  in  relation  to  the  claim 
ot  Bridget  Stenson. 

28th — To  see  it  the  town  will  vote  to  fence  the 
school  house  lots  at  Turners  Falls. 

29th— lo  act  on  a  list  of  Jurors  as  proposed  by 
Selectmen. 

30th— To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Se- 
lectmen to  sell  any  or  all  school  houses  in  town 
not  required  tor  school  purposes. 

31st— To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  in- 
habitants of  Turners  Falls  and  Montague  Oily  to 
organize  a  district  under  the  provisions  of  Public 
Sti-tutes,  Chap.  27,  Sec.  37,  and  for  the  purposes 
Jiereiu  mentioned,  to  be  called  The  Turners  Falls 
Village  Improvement  District,  within  the  limits 
following,  viz.:  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the 
Connecticut  River,  forty  rods  above  the  upper  abut- 
ment of  the  Upper  Suspension  bridge,  at  Turners 
Falls,  and  running  thence  m  a  straight  line  to  the 
Connecticut  River  at  the  lower  abutment  of 
the  New  Haven  and  Northampton  R.  R.  bridge, and 
tlience  by  Che  Connecticut  River  to  the  point  of 
beginning. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by 
posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  at  the  Town 
House  and  at  the  Post  Offices  at  Montague  City 
and  Turners  Falls,  and  at  Union  Hall  at  Millers 
Falls,  in  said  town,  seven  days  at  least  before 
the  time  of  holding  said  meeting,  and  publish  the 
same  in  the  Tukjjeks  Falls  Reporter. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  malic,  due  return  of 
Uiis  Warrant  with  your  doings  shereou,  to  the 
Town  Clerk,  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  as 
aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  twentieth  dav  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  mie  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighiy-tour. 

J.  F.    BA  RTLET  T,  )  Selectmex 

G.   A.   CLAPP,  [  OF 

A.    W.  GROUT,  )  iMONTAGUE. 

A  true  cbpy  attest:  Edwin  Demond,  Constable. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


H.  Root,  Treasurer,  in   Account    with    tpie    Town 
or   Montague. 


13R 


Cash  on  hand  Feb.   1883, 
Balance  due  on  Taxes,  1880, 
"  "  "       1881, 

1882, 
Cash  received  from  Town  of  Wendell, 
"  Deerfield, 

"  Greenfield, 

J.  H.  Brown, 
State  for  Corporation  Tax, 
"    Bank  Tax, 
"    State  Paupers, 
'    Trans,  of  Paupers, 
"    Burial  Expenses, 
"    Contagious  Diseases, 
"    State  Aid, 
"    Inc'm.of  School  Fund, 
Liquor  Licenses, 
Auctioneer's  Licence, 
Steamboat  License, 
County  Treasurer,  Dog  Fund, 
Rent  of  Lecture  Room, 
Use  of  Town  Hall, 
Old  Plank  Sold, 
Old  Stove,     " 
Stone  Sold, 
Borrowed  Money, 
Amount  of  Tax  Bill  for  1883, 


$2113 

15 

255 

41 

500 

00 

5819 

48 

420 

49 

692 

82 

51 

80 

381 

50 

831 

43 

598 

68 

72 

00 

34 

20 

35 

00 

622 

09 

759 

00 

i,   261 

37 

2575 

00 

2 

00 

1 

00 

250 

25 

30 

00 

11 

45 

4 

00 

5 

00 

90 

15000 

00 

45262 

Q8 

$76590 

70 

By  Paid  County  Tax, 

"      State  Tax, 

"      National  Bank  Tax, 

"     State  Aid, 

"      State  Treasurer,  y^  License  Fee, 

"     Town  Note, 

"     Interest  on  Town  Notes, 

"      Borrowed  Money,  1882, 
"      1883, 

"      School  Committee's  orders, 

"'      Overseers  of  Poor  orders, 

"      Selectmen's  orders, 

"  .    Balance  due  on  Taxes,  1880, 

1881, 
1882, 
"         "        1883, 
Cash  on  hand. 


CR. 

$4468  98 

2430  00 

3326  73 

616  00 

643  75 

5000  00 

1575  00 

9000  00 

15000  00 

10724  84 

4466  00 

14467  05 

124  88 

61  02 

1419  48 

3062  68 

204  29 


$76590  70 


SCHOOLING. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE'S  ACCOUNT. 


Town  Appropi'icition, 
From  State  School  Fund, 


$10500  00 
261  37 


61  37 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Teachers'  Salaries, 

$7814  63 

Repairs, 
Fuel, 

609  79. 
743  37 

Transportation , 

Care  of  School  Houses, 

783  00 
510  82 

Supplies, 
Books, 

152  48 

85  75 

Printing, 

25  00 

110724  84 

SEYMOUR  ROCKWELL,  )  Sup.   School 

WILLIAM  S.  DANA,  } 

C.  C.  MESSER,  S    Committee. 


HIGHWAYS  AND   BRIDGES. 


TUENEPuS  FALLS  AND  CITY. 


Grading  I  Street, 

Grading  9th  Street, 

Rock  Excavation,  7th  Street, 

Repairs, 


MILLEES  FALLS. 


Planking  Bridge, 
Culvert  and  New  Street, 
New  Road, 
Repairs, 


$1)5 

00 

240 

00 

188 

87 

2315 

69 

— $2839 

56 

$193  09 

156 

12 

645 

00 

721 

82 

*  1  7 1  /-; 

nq 

CENTKE. 


Shingling  Bridge,  $52   94 

Repairs,  including  Gravel  on  T.  Falls  Road,    1177   15 


Dry  HilL 
Chestnut  Hill, 
Balance  in  Treasury, 


Appropriation, 


$1230 

09 

$72 

11 

77 

00 

65 

21 

$6000 

00 

$6000  00 

J.  F.  BARTLETT, 
G.  A.  CLAPP, 

A.  W.  GROUT, 


Highway 


Surveyors. 


PAUPERS. 


OVEESEERS'  ACCOUNT. 


C.E.Stevens  and fam'y,  $11  58 

E.A.Britt  and  fam^,  14  75 

David  Lemier,  55  46 

Mrs.  Young,  10  00 

Trefly  Huron,  50  44 

Joseph  Neenan,  28  28 

Caleb  White,  11  25 

Wm.  H.  Clapp,  16  25 

Tramps,  18  00 

Peter  Dague,  13  75 

Norman  Potter,  5  75 

Jenny  Rouse,  55  30 

Mrs.  Leary,  21  10 

Christian  Early,  16  00 

John  J.  Yetter,  66  40 

August  O'Brien,  5  00 

Wm.  O.  Johnson,  20  99 

Alfred  I'everger,  16  47 

Peter  Lapean,  35  00 

David  Berger,  90  00 

Cliarles  Bauchard,  44  35 

Joanna  Zimmerman,  14  90 

Nathan  Stewart,  13  75 

Joseph  Goodovv^,  95  76 

Adaline  Strobel,  23  23 

Francis  Re vette,  104  03 

Ezra  Stowell,             •     182  00 

I).  Fortier,  8  61 

Julia  Ware,  28  50 

John  Squares,  35  14 


B.  F.  Tilden,  6  00 

David  Pratt,  130  82 

Lewis  Cassino,  9  47 

Clifford  Berard,  18   15 

Henry  Kentfield,  59  25 

Dana  Cook,  16   60 

Jennie  Couture,  45  00 

Rosa  Kaufman,  105  06 

Mrs.  Mary  Crimmins,  397   66 

Mrs.  John  Murphv,  332  91 
Mrs.McCarty  &  fam'y,  221   56 

Larabee  Family,  16   29 

J.  Lafromboise,  7   25 

John  Connolly,  6  00 

Costello  Family,  65   60 

Mrs.  Caswell,  81  35 

Mrs.  Terry,  28  55 

T.  A.  Sibley,  14  50 

F.  H.  Emery,  64  05 

John  Savage,  88   17 

Eli  Sicard,  Jr.,  17  25 

Peter  Bruso,  82  80 

E.  C.  Coy,  Salary,  100   00 

Boleo  and  Lyons,  7  45 

Gilbeau,  15  00 

D.  Cousino,  6  50 

7  others  and  expenses,  45   23 
Paid  on  town  farm  ac't  1374   48 


$4466  00 


EDWIN  DEMOND,  )   Overseers 

MAURICE  O'DONNELL,  S  or 

FRANK  ROBERTS,  S        Poor. 


TOWN  FARM. 

OVERSEERS'  ACCOUNT. 

Received  for  Beef,  61  29 

Shoats,  26  28 

Stabling  Horses,  72  90 

Eggs,                  -  2  30 

Straw,  16  40 

Pork,  20  25 

Pasturing,  20  25 

Walnuts,  2  50 

Cow,  40  00 

Team  Work,  42  75 

Milk,  111  59 

Horse,  75  00 

Hens,  ■  48 

From  Town  Treasury,  1374  48 


id  for 

Help  in  House, 

156  00 

it 

Help  on  Farm, 

170  44 

i  (. 

Hewing  Ties, 

44  63 

I  i 

Balance  S.  Dudley's  Salary, 

32  00 

it 

L.  B.  Roberts  on  Salary, 

250  00 

I  i 

Groceries, 

342  75 

a 

Dry  Goods  and  Bedding, 

85  94 

i  i 

Clothing, 

64  95 

a 

Repairs  and  Tools, 

49  35 

i  i 

Boots  and  Shoes, 

9  85 

it 

Flour  and  Meal, 

203  08 

i  I 

Tin  and  Woodenware, 

5  23 

a 

Crackers, 

11  82 

a 

Blacksmithing, 

21  50 

i  i 

Farming  Tools, 

32  25 

i  i 

Paper, 

2  00 

C( 

Fertilizers, 

.     41  88 

( ( 

Medical  Aid  and  Medicine, 

34  51 

( « 

Shoats, 

63  90 

(( 

Cows, 

85  00 

a 

Horse, 

80  00 

i  i 

Fish, 

10  05 

i  i 

Soap, 

14  50 

i  i 

Oats  and  Potatoes, 

17  30 

a 

Hens, 

2  65 

a 

Use  of  Horse, 

35  00 

1866  48 


1866  48 


Inventory  of  town  farm,  febt  ii  i884. 

Real  Estate, 

12  Tons  Hay, 

2^  Tons  Corn  Fodder, 

1  Ton  Coarse  Hay, 

4  Cows, 

1  Calf, 

1  Horse, 

1  Fat  Hog, 
3  Slioats, 
45  Hens, 

2  Bush.  Oats, 
25    "      Corn, 
100  Lbs,  Pork, 
30       "     Ham, 
40       "     Lard, 
150  Bush.  Potatoes, 

3  Bbls.  Cider, 
20  Gals.  Vinegar, 
1  Barrel  Apples, 

4  Bush.  Beans, 

5  "       Beets, 
1      "        Onions, 
^  Barrel  Soap, 
iy2  Bush.  Walnuts, 

Household  Furniture, 
Farming  Tools, 


$4500 

00 

318 

00 

13 

00 

10 

00 

200 

00 

5 

00 

100 

00 

23 

00 

48 

00 

2.2 

50 

2 

50 

18 

75 

10 

00 

3 

00 

4 

40 

45 

00 

12 

00 

2 

80 

3 

00 

10 

00 

2 

50 
50 

2 

50 

2 

00 

$5358 
450 

45 
00 

300 

00 

$6108  45 

We  have  cut  from  the  farm  over  600  railroad    ties,  and  they 
are  delivered  at  the  R.  R.,  but  not  paid  for. 

There  has  been  furnished  564  weeks'  board  to    inmates. 
Number  of  Tramps  furnished  lodgings,   155. 


EDWIN  DEMOND  )  Overseers 

MAURICE  O'DONNELL,  \         or 
FRANK  ROBERTS,  )       Poor. 


10 


SELECTMEN'S    ACCOUNT. 


POLICE. 

J.  W.  Morrison, 

$600  00 

Maurice  O'Keefe, 

600  00 

Geo.  P.  Dunbar, 

77  50 

Special, 

6  00 

Balance  in  Treasury, 
Appropriation, 


$1283  50 
116  50 


STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES. 


State  Tax, 
County  Tax, 

Appropriation, 

Deficiency, 


$2430  00 
4468  98 


STATE  AND  MILITAKY  AID. 


Paid  State  Aid, 
Military  Aid, 


$524  00 
t)2  00 


$1400  00 
$1400  00 


-$6898  98 
$6000  00 

$898  98 


116  00 


DUE  EllOM  STATE. 

State  and  Military  Aid, 

INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 


Paid  Interest  on  Loan, 

Temporary  interest, 
Balance  in  Treasury, 

Appropriation, 


$1575  00 

369  58 

1055  42 


$678  00 


$3000  00 
$3000  00 


11 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 

J.  H.  Root,  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 

J.  F.  Bartlett,  Selectman, 

G.  A.  Clapp, 

A.^  W.  Grout,  " 

Edwin  Demond,  Overseer  of  Poor, 

Maui'ice  O'Donnell,  Overseer  of  Poor, 

F.  H.  Roberts,  "  " 

C.  W.  Hazelton,  Assessor, 

C.  W.  Hazelton,  Assessing  Bank  Tax, 

M.  B.  Collins,  Assessor, 

M.  B.  Collins,  Assessing  Bank  Tax. 

Casper  March,  Assessor, 

Seymour  Rockwell,  School  Committee, 

W.  S.  Dana, 

C.  C.  Messer,  M.  D.    " 

E.  C.  Coy,  Board  of  Health, 

I.  Chenery,  "  " 

Jason  Mann,        "  " 


$150  00 

200 

00 

100 

00 

100 

00 

100 

00 

50 

00 

50 

00 

150 

00 

17 

33 

137 

50 

17 

32 

45 

00 

125 

00 

125 

00 

75 

00 

35 

00 

25 

00 

25 

00 

$1527  15 

MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 


A.  Moore,  Moderator, 

C.  T.  Bagnall,  Printing, 

J.  A.  Tupper,  Driving  Hearse, 

J.  Clapp,  Driving  Hearse, 

Decoration  Day, 

J.  A.  Gunn,  Auditor, 

R.  N.  Oakman,  Auditor, 

G.  A.  Clapp,  Auditor, 

N.  D.  Allen,  Serving  Notices, 

Thomas  Bros.  Repairing  Pump, 

Anson  ^A'ithey,  Hearse  Repairs, 

Insurance  on  Town  Buildings, 

Montague  Paper  Co.,  Disinfectants, 

Safe, 

Town  House  Repairs, 


$5 

00 

164 

85 

113 

00 

52 

50 

100 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

25 

50 

1 

50 

31 

75 

144 

50 

9 

10 

420 

00 

4 

25 

12 


Turners  Falls  Library, 

Centre  Library, 

W.  F.  Smith,  State  Assayer, 

Repairs  and  supplies  for  Lock-up, 

AVood  for  Selectmen's  room, 

Rent  of  City  Bridge, 

E.  W.  Bowditch,  Sanitary  Fngineer, 
John  Mcllvene,  Legal  Advice, 
Gaston  and  Whitney,  Legal  Advice, 

F.  G.  Fessenden,  Legal  Advice, 
W.  S.  Dana,  Legal  Advice, 
Fred  Colle,  Hall  for  Nov.  Meeting, 
C.  N.  Johnson,  Repairs, 
Kate  Armstrong,  Librarian, 
Water  Rent, 
C.  Milkie,  Reporting  Births, 

A.  Cobb,  Reporting  Births, 
Turners  Falls  Co.,  (old  bill,) 
R.  M.  Starbuck,  Stove  Repairs, 
Blank  Books,  Stationery,  Postage  &c., 
Tilton  &  Co.,  School  Books, 
Centre  School  House  Fence, 
J.  H.  Root,  Recording  jNIarriages,  Births  and  Deaths, 

B.  W.  Mayo,  Returning  Births  and  Deaths, 
Pest  House  and  Small  Pox,  (old  bills,) 
J.  W.  Morrison,  Truant  Officer, 
E.  A.  Deanc,  Reporting  Births, 
E.  Demond,  Posting  Warrants, 
Casper  Straub,  Enumerator, 
E.  Demond,  for  Collecting  Bank  Tax, 
E.  Demond,  for  Looking  up  Insane, 
Repairing  Harness, 
Rice's  Ferry, 


Town  Officers, 
Balance  in  Treasury, 


Appropriation, 


82 

50 

82 

50 

20 

00 

20 

75 

5 

25 

240 

00 

31 

20 

5 

00 

25 

00 

10 

50 

50 

00 

20 

00 

11 

30 

50 

00 

9 

00 

14 

75 

1 

75 

24 

28 

8 

50 

52 

70 

4 

80 

55 

80 

,,   82 

34 

52 

26 

77 

53 

90 

00 

1 

00 

7 

50 

10 

00 

11 

55 

5 

00 

2 

50 

121 

47 

$2371 

68 

$1527 

15 

101 

17 

$4000  00 

$4000  00 

SUMMARY  OF  SELECTMEN'S   ORDERS. 

Paid  Town  Officers,  $1527  15 

Miscellaneous,  2371  68 

Highways,  5934  79 

.    Police,  '  1283  50 

Temporary  Interest,  369  58 

Discount  and  Abatement  of  Taxes,     2980  35 


$14,467  05 


LIABILITIES  OF  TOWN. 

Town  Loan,  $30,000  00 

ASSETS. 


Due  from  State,  State  and  Military  Aid, 

$678  00 

Unpaid  Taxes,  1880, 

124  88 

1881, 

61  02 

'•       1882, 

1419  48 

1883, 

3062  68 

Cash  on  Hand, 

204  29 

Due   from  other  Towns, 

32  54 

"          State,  Pauper  Account, 

641  06 

N.  L.  N.  R.  R.  Co., 

20  00 

$6243  95 

Net  town  debt,  March  1,  1884, 

$23,756  05 

Net  town  debt,  March  1,  1883, 

32,048  99 

Net  decrease,  $8292  94 
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ESTIMATED    NECESSARY    APPROPRIATIONS  FOR 

1884. 


State  and  County  Tax,  $7000  00 

Schooling  and  Repairs,  11100  00 

Support  of  Poor,  4000  00 

Police,  1400  00 

Highways  and  Bridges,  fiOOO  00 

Incidental  Expenses,  4000  00 

Interest,  2000  00 

Town  Debt,  5000  00 


$40500  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  F.  BARTLETT,   )  Selectmen 

G.  A.  CLAPP,  }         or 

A.  W.  GROUT,        )  Montague. 


Montague,  Feb.  18,  1884. 

We    have   this  day   examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 

Treasurer,  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  Poor,    and    find    them 

correctly  kept  and  all  the  disbursements  properly  vouched    for. 


R.  N.  OAKMAN,  >      Finance 
JASON  MANN,     5  Committee. 
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LIST  OF  JURORS  AS  PROPOSED  BY  THE 
SELECTMEN. 


Chester  A.  Davis, 
George  Hance, 
Benjamin  Gaines, 
Henry  J.   Day, 
George  P.  Holden, 
I.  Clienery, 
Geo.   O.   Peabody, 
J.  Sumner  Ball, 
Alden  W.  Grout, 
Charles  P.  Bai'dwell, 
Joseph  Clapp, 
John  T.    Shaw, 
Wm.  E.  Dudley, 
John  H.  Starbuck, 
Milo  G.  Cowdrey, 
Peter  Seibert, 
C.  A.  Peck, 
Smith  Perry, 
Emerson  P.  Goodale, 
Wm.  H.  Ward, 
Nicholas    Sweitzer, 
Richard  J.  Rowe, 
Nathaniel  Gilmore, 
George  A.  Andrews, 
Jason  Mann, 
Luther  E.  Cole, 
Charles  Connolly, 
James  S.  Richardson, 
E.  F.  Gunn, 
Andrew  McCarthy, 


Ira  Allen, 

W.  R.  Armstrong, 

J.  R.  Ball, 

L.  L.  Bartlett, 

Merrett  H.  Bartlett, 

Lincoln  H.  Boutwell, 

E.  L.  Goddard, 
J.  G.  Eppler, 
Casper  March, 
George  Gemmell, 
Clark  M.  Howland, 
Elmer  Graves, 
Christian  Fritz. 

R.  B.  Campbell, 
Geo.  C.  Lougee, 
John  LaPointe, 
Francis  A.  Rugg, 

F.  I.  Webster, 
Harris  S.  Sawyer, 
Elmer  D.  Severance, 
Danl  W.  Benjamin, 
Richard  Clapp, 
VYarren  Bard  well, 
Joseph  M.  Fuller, 
Sanford  March. 
George  L.  Chapman, 
Charles  W.  Hazelton, 
Orra  C,  Hitchcock, 
George  H.  Goddard, 
Stephen  McCarthy, 
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FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF    THE 


MONTAGUE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 


FROM  FEB.   1st,  1883,    TO  FEB.   1st,   1884. 


Whole  number  of  volumes  in  Library,  2299 

Number  added  the  past  year,  97 

Number  of  families  taking  books,  58 

Number  of  books  taken  during  the  year,  o510 

Cash  on  hand  Feb.  1st,  1883,         "'  $46  55 

Received  from  Members,  51   03 

for  Catalogues,  etc.,  1   02 

"        from  Doo-  Fund,  82   50 

$181   10 


Amount 

expended  for 

Books, 

$101 

59 

i  i 

( ( 

Magazines, 

9 

25 

i  i 

( i 

Wood: 

md  Li 

ights. 

5 

73 

Incidental  Expenses, 

84 

Cash  on 

hand  Feb.  1st,  1884. 

63 

•69 

$181   10 

KATE  ARMSTRONG,  Librarian, 
E.   A.   DEANE,  Treasurer. 
Montague,  Feb.  1st,  1884. 
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—OF  THE— 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OF  MONTAGUE, 

For  the  Year  Ending  March  1st,  1884. 

The  same  old  story  which  has  been  told  over  and  over 
again.  It  is  the  same  old  sun  shining  every  day.  As  in  it 
we  all  have  a  natural  and  common  interest,  so  have  we  in  the 
grand  old  institution  which  we  style  the  Common  School ;  and 
as  some  flower  derives  a  sweeter  fragrance,  an  intenser  beauty, 
some  creature  a  newer  reverence,  a  holier  worship,  a  more 
exalted  idea  of  existence,  so  as  each  one  tells  of  the  school, 
some  one  may  give  a  juster  appreciation,  a  warmer  and  truer  in- 
terest in  it,  a  firmer  love  and  hope  and  responsibility  for  it. 

The  fulfilment  of  this  annual  duty,  incumbent  upon  us,  may 
this  year  serve  as  something  more  and  something  less  than  the 
report  of  the  condition  and  character  of  the  schools  for  the 
year  ending  March  1st,  1884. 

Since  no  other  town  in  the  county  has  grown  so  fast  and 
changed  so  much  in  school  importance  and  character  within 
the  past  decade,  we  are  inclined  to  a  little  retrospection,  to  look 
over  the  time  which  has  w^rouo^ht  these  radical  changes,  with  a 
word  concerning  the  means  and  measures  which  effected  them, 
as  a  part  of  the  committee  has  been  intimately  connected  and 
in  some  measures  personally  responsible  for  them  during  the 
whole  time. 

During  the  first  few  years  after  the  abolishment    of  the    dis- 
trict system,  (the  town  never  having  availed  itself  of  the  privi- 
lege of  voting  itself  backward,  as  did  some  of  the  towns,)  there  • 
was  very  little  change  in  the  state  or  system  of  the  schools. 

It  became  impressed  forcibly  and  hopefully  upon  the  Com- 
mittee that  they  were  susceptible  of  a  much  better  system. 

The  building  of  a  few  capacious  school  houses  seemed  to 
providentially  faciliate  the  experiment  of  the  system  they  had 
conceived. 
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There  were  a  number  of  schools  in  one  part  of  the  towii 
which  could  not  be  made  profitable  and  satisfactory  to  anybody 
on  account  of  insufficient  number  of  pupils  in  each.  The  large 
and  expensive  house  erected  at  the  Center,  we  believed  should 
be  used  to  its  fullest  capacity.  The  Legislature  had  just  made 
the  statute  provision  for  conveyance  of  children  by  which  their 
plan  could  be  the  better  realized. 

At  the  first  abandonment  of  the  old  houses  and  converting 
the  small  schools  into  tributaries  to  the  one  in  the  new  house, 
the  usual  predjudice  against  radical  changes  in  long  existing 
customs  was  encountered.  It  is  not  easy  to  lift  the  world  out 
of  long  worn  ruts  upon  a  plane  of  higher  thought  in  anything. 
The  depreciation  of  property  which  it  would  cause  was  set 
forth  as  an  objection,  though  we  have  never  met  the  man  who 
would  give  less  for  a  farm  because  the  facilities  for  his  child- 
ren's education  had  been  improved.  This,  and  the  many  other 
objections  could  only  be  overcome  by  substituting  something 
better  than  the  old. 

The  one  thing  which  would  cover  the  whole  ground,  seemed 
to  be  a  thoroughly  graded  school,  formed  from  the  whole  uni- 
ted in  one. 

The  census  taken  at  about  that  time  discovered  that  number 
of  families  which  made  it  legally  obligatory  upon  the  town  to 
maintain  a  high  school,  which  was  another  condition  that 
seemed    especially  to   faciliate  the  designs    of  the   Committee. 

The  uniting  of  a  number  of  little  schools  in  one,  was  not  an 
easy  work  to  accomplish,  satisfactorily  and  acceptably,  because 
the  studies  had  been  so  promiscuous  and  so  little  systemized 
in  them. 

Pupils  had  taken  as  many  or  as  few  as  they  pleased  and 
been  required  to  do  no  definite  amount  of  work  in  them — the 
amount  and  character  of  the  studies  governed  by  the  caprice 
of  the  pupil  or  opinion  of  the  two  or  three  different  teachers 
employed  in  them  every  year.  Classes  had  been  formed  of 
such  pupils  as  thought  they  should  go  together,  instead  of  by 
their  real  and  tested  capacity  and  attainments. 
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Yet  by  an  inflexible  adherence  to  a  fixed  purpose  and  plan 
the  present  system  which  we  conceived  to  be  indispensable  to 
progress  and  success  has  been  permanently  established,  and 
we  believe  the  schools  are  as  well  organized  and  graded  in 
this  little  town  as  they  are  in  larger  and  more  compact    towns. 

If  any  praise,  or  credit,  or  commendation  is  due  for  what 
has  been  accomplished,  we  are  inclined  to  share  it  liberally 
with  the  teachers  who  have  been  in  our  employ  during  the 
time  referred  to. 

We  have  found  trained  teachers — normal  teachers — some  of 
our  greatest  helps.  We  have  Pound  it  of  great  utility  to  keep 
our  good  ones  about  as  long  as  they  will  stay,  giving  little  heed 
to  the  occasional  clamour  of  some  family  because  they  "take 
exceptions  to  the  rulings"  of  a  teacher  whom  we  know  to  be 
capable  and  efficient,  if  not  perfect. 

We  look  back  with  gratitude  and  admiration  upon  the 
earnest  enthusiasm  and  thorough  work  of  the  Misses  Bissell, 
Stiles,  Brigham,  Kendall,  Pomeroy,  Streeter,  Brown,  Field, 
Dowd  and  Tower,  whose  labors  seem  almost  faultless.  To 
those  who  have  had  a  common  interest  with  them  and  shared 
some  of  their  perplexities  as  well  as  triumphs,  their  names  seem 
illustrious. 

What  we  have  said  so  far  seems  to  apply  more  especially 
and  directly  to  the  Centre,  (Federal  Street  inclusive)  which 
comprises  most  of  the  old  town,  where  changes  in  anything 
else  have  been  rare. 

MILLERS  FALLS. 

There  has  been  a  time  in  our  experience  when  we  visited 
Millers  Falls  officially  with  reluctance  and  reported  with 
some  reservation  of  terms  which  came  to  mind  and  seemed 
deserved  and  applicable.  There  any  new  departure  in  meth- 
ods and  measures  seemed  for  a  while  to  be  regarded  Avith 
asperity.  This  feeling,  adverse  to  their  prosperity,  has  been 
happily  out-lived  and  out-grown.  When  the  agent  of  the 
State  Board  who  had    been   there   years    before    visited   them 
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last  winter,  he  remarked,  "Why  there  has  been  a  revolution 
here."  Thanks  to  the  efficient  work  and  hearty  co-operation 
of  Mr.  Luey  and  Misses  Amidon  and  Chenery  in  our  endeav- 
ors to  have  our  requirements  and  purposes  intelligently  con- 
strued. 

Now  at  JNIillers  Falls,  where  for  a.  good  while  the  schools 
were  behind  the  times  in  studies  and  in  discipline,  we  have 
not  only  the  distinct  modern  primary  and  grammar  grades,  but 
also  a  class  in  the  grammar  department  which  will  complete 
the  work  of  two  years  of  our  high  school  course. 

Singing,  which  has  become  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
healthful  of  the  incidental  fine  arts  of  the  school  room,  we  are 
inclined  to  believe  has  in  no  grammar  department  in  the  coun- 
ty been  conducted  so  successfully  and  happily  as  at  Millers 
Falls,  by  Mr.  Luey. 

TURNERS  FALLS, 
where    the     conditions     and     materials     have     always     been 
newer    and  more    plastic,    hence    more   easily    systemized,  yet 
the  magnitude  and  details  have  rendered  the  work  of  organizing 
and  conducting  those  schools  a  source  of  constant  thought,  care 
and   experiment.       When   we    had  established    something  that 
seemed  adapted  to  the  needs,  new    houses  had  to  be  built,  new 
schools  had  to  be    brought  into  the    arrangement  so  that  a  new 
course  of  studies  or  a  revision  of  an  old  one  has  been  demanded 
almost    every    year.       We    can   hardly  say  that  we  have  yet  a 
permanent  course.      At  present  we  have  two  schools  of  a  grade 
in  all  below  the  grammar,  which,  when  promoted  to  the  gram- 
mar   grade  are  united  in    one  ;  hence    it  seems  important  that 
teachers    in  like  o-rades    should    make   their    work  uniform  in 
amount  and    kind    as    much    as   practicable     This    can  be    the 
better    done    if    teachers    will  confer    together    and    compare 
their  work  from  term  to  term. 

In  the  past  some  schools  have  excelled  in  arithmetic,  some  in 
geography,  some  in  drawing,  &c.,  whereas  all  should  give  each 
branch  a  similar   and  nearly    equal    attention.      By   this  means 
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promotions  can    be  made    without    confusion  or    trouble  in  ad- 
justing the  two  when  united  in  one  to  the  course  prescribed. 

So  many  children  are  put  at  work  in  the  mills  that  the  number 
in  the  higher  grades  is  comparatively  small.  Barely  five 
per  cent,  of  the  pupils  of  the  fourteen  crowded  schools 
get  into  the  highest  grade.  Though  the  facilities  are 
ample  and  free  to  give  every  child  a  good  education  yet 
perhaps  one-half  of  them  hardly  get  beyond  the  primary 
text  books.  Parents  who  put  them  into  the  mills  on  account 
of  limited  means  or  an  inadequate  appreciation  of  the  value  of 
their  privileges,  rather  than  any  want  of  public  interest  and 
provision  are  accountable  for  this  misfortune  and  deprivation  to 
the  children. 

REMARKS. 

From  the  "Statement  and  suggestions  concerning  the  schools 
as  the  committee  deem  necessary  or  proper  to  promote  the  interest 
thereof"  which  we  are  permitted  to  indulge  in,  we  have  chosen 
that  one  which  has  in  great  measure  made  teaching  so  wearing, 
so  anxious  an  occupation,  and  which  we  believe  is  yet  suscep- 
tible of  great  modification  and  which  should  be  better  under- 
stood by  other  parties  to  the  schools  than  the  teachers,  and 
for  which  others  should  have  more  of  the  responsibility,  and 
more  of  the  work,  viz  : 

DISCIPLINE  OR  GOVERNMENT. 

There  seems  yet  to  exist  an  erroneous  impression  among  some 
parents  and  older  pupils  that  after  children  are  of  the 
age  when  the  commonwealth  is  no  longer  responsible  for  their 
education  that  those  children  may  continue  to  attend  and  "play 
small  boy"  in  manners  and  deportment,  that  they  may  con- 
duct themselves  with  no  more  self  restraint  than  while  their 
attendance  was  coupulsory  ;  even  make  their  behavior  such  as 
to  require  discipline,  and  punishment.  There  is  no  objection  to 
their  availing  themselves  of  all  the  privileges  of  tlie  schools, 
indeed  the  statutes  specify  no  age  when  they  may  not  attend, 
yet  we  think  the  teacher  should  be  only  asked  to  instruct  them, 
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should  not  allow  them  to  attend  to  be  a  source  of  annoyance 
and  bad  example,  but  simply  request  any  who  come  for  pur- 
poses other  than  study  and  instruction,  to  stay  away. 

Such  a  course  may  appear  to  seem  like  betraying  a  weak- 
ness, a  cowardice  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  that  she  can't  "han- 
dle them."  But  trials  of  strens^th  and  couragfe  between  teacher 
and  her  pupils  belongs  to  a  less  intelligent  age  than  ours. 
When  a  large  majority,  we  would  estimate  as  high  as  ninety- 
five  per  cent.,  usually  are  well-intentioned  and  sent  to  school 
to  learn  and  behave,  it  seems  an  unjust  demand  indeed  to  ask 
the  teacher  whose  time  and  study  should  be  to  instruct  them, 
to  spend  her  energies  in  surpressing  and  punishing  the  refractory 
five  per  cent. 

We  believe  that  if  parents  fully  impressed  upon  their  child- 
ren what  they  go  to  school  to  do,  and  7iot  to  do,  and  refrained 
from  unfavorable  comments  upon  the  rules  and  regulations  as 
they  hear  them  from  their  children,  maintaining  order  and  good 
government  in  the  schools  need  not  be  such  a  considerable 
part  of  the  work  of  the  teacher,  that  much  of  the  time  and 
anxiety  that  is  required  to  enforce  obedience  could  be  given  to 
instruction. 

You  can  not  have  first-class  schools  if  parents  and  citizens 
withold  their  encouragement  and  support  even  with  teachers 
who  are  vouched  for  as  first-class  by  the  best  authority 
in  the  state.  It  is  soon  enough  to  credit  rumors  and  reports 
of  teacher's  incapacity  in  instruction  or  government,  when  the 
teacher  and  committee  as  well  as  the  pupils  have  been  heard, 
or  the  school  has  been  at  least  for  one-half  day  under  our 
immediate  observation.  We  have  aimed  to  employ  teachers 
whom  we  knew,  or  those  recommended  by  the  best  authority. 
Some  of  these  since  leaving  us  have  succeeded  to  positions 
prominent,  important  and  lucrative. 

Even  such  teachers  cannot  succeed  under  continued  parental 
opposition. 
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Yet  if  they  utterly  fail  to  gain  the  support  and  satisfy  the 
demands  of  those  remote  from  the  center,  there  is  the  alterna-' 
tive  to  re-open  the  former  houses,  yet  teachers  without  a  fault 
or  imperfection  may  not  be  readily  obtained  for  those  positions, 
and  even  there,  they  may  deserve  toleration  for  their  infirmities, 
and  charity  in  their   frailties. 

APPLICATIONS. 

The  frequent  applications  for  positions  as  teachers,  from 
those  who  ought  not  to  apply,  causes  us  considerable  embarrass- 
ment and  the  applicants  some  dissatisfaction. 

Some  parents  labor  under  the  mistaken  notion  that  going  to 
school  from  five  to  fifteen  is  a  suflficient  preparation  for  the 
great  work  of  teaching,  that  girls  whose  whole  attention  and 
energies  have  been  engaged  in  acquiring  knowledge,  are  pre- 
pared to  impart  it.  In  determining  the  selection  from  numer- 
our  applications,  Committees  should  not  only  be  appraised  of  how 
much  they  know  about  the  studies  to  be  taught,  but  what,  and 
how  much,  they  know  of  the  manifold  ingenious  methods  of 
teaching  them.  Otherwise  they  must  be  taken  at  a  venture. 
It  seems  unwise  in  parents  to  wish  the  girl  just  out  of  school 
to  attempt  the  great  and  responsible  work  involved  in  teaching 
and  managing  our  large  and  important  schools.  We  believe 
every  young  lady  should  devote  at  least  one  year  to  especial 
training  and  observation  before  undertaking  such  an  important 
trust.  Besides,  if  these  positions  are  given  to  the  uninitiated  it 
is  a  poor  incentive  for  others  to  spend  time  and  money  in  spec- 
ial preparation.  Fortunately  for  us,  however,  some  of  these 
untrained  teachers  whom  we  have  employed  have  succeeded 
admii'ably,  but  they  were  born  teachers,  yet  men  and  women 
born  to  any  great  trust  or  profession  are  rare. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

We  have  but  little  to  offer  under  this  head,  because  the 
town  seems  to  possess  the  true  spirit  of  liberality  which  its  in- 
terests demands,  and  what  is  appropriated  is  given  without 
murmur  or  objection  from  any  source. 
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We  have,  however,  to  ask  that  the  town  make'  an  especial 
appropriation  for  refurnishing  the  houses  at  Millers  Falls, 
Federal  Street  and  the  City.  These  are  each  important  and 
growing  schools  and  should  be  as  well  equipped  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  town. 

CONCLUSION. 

We  are  confident  that  no  one  could  or  would  wish  to  controvert 
the  assertion  that  there  is  no  institution  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  so  beneficient  and  democratic  as  the  common  schools. 
Money  is  raised  without  stint  for  their  support.  The  children 
of  those  who  contribute  little,  enjoy  every  privilege  which  is 
extended  to  those  who  pay  much.  They  have  the  same  and 
as  many  books,  have  as  much  attention  and  the  same  instruc- 
tion, every  avenue  of  promotion  is  equally  open  to  them. 
Those  evils  and  embarrassments,  position,  caste,  classes,  by 
which  wealth  afflicts  matured  life,  are  unknown  in  the  common 
school.  The  native  born,  the  humble  bred,  the  alien,  enjoy 
equal  rights  here.  Whatever  mortifying  and  depressing  cir- 
cumstances the  parent  may  suffer  he  can  enjoy  the  conscious- 
ness that  in  the  free  public  school,  his  children  are  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  most  favored,  that  they  can  rise  by 
merit  without  regard  to  how  or  where  they  may  live,  whether 
in  palace  or  hovel.  Here  is  practically  demonstrated  and 
made  ineffaceable  the  first  consciousness  and  principle  that 
"all  men  were  born  free  and  equal." 

It  will  require  a  skill  such  as  has  not  yet  been  attained  to 
graft  an  aristocracy  upon  a  country  which  enjoys  the  benefits 
of  the  common  school  in  its  fullest  measure.  They  are  worthy 
all  the  liberal  appropriations  they  received  :  no  public  money 
is  so  well  invested  ;  they  deserve  more  study,  more  attention, 
more  consideration,  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  them 
than  they  receive,  from  every  patron,  and  every  man,  woman 
and  child  is  their  custodian,  and  share  in  their  beneficiences. 

SEYMOUR  ROCKWELL,    )     School 

W.  S.  DANA,  } 

C.  C.  MESSER,  S  Committee. 


